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Wednesday 4 February 2010

Press Release

Disability no barrier when telling Aboriginal stories

John Macumba believes many Australians find it hard to imagine that an Aboriginal man, especially one with cerebral palsy, could have achieved what he has throughout his extraordinary career in the media industry. The Arts Activated National Conference, at the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney, 25 – 26 March 2010, is providing a platform to profile Macumba’s life story and research doctorate The Track to Macumba, highlighting arts, access and excellence from an indigenous perspective.

Macumba says, “Over the course of my adult life I have utilised the power of my creative side through media communication and production. I have collaborated with a range of individuals and organisations in creating a medium for Aboriginal people to have their experiences heard. The sensitivity to social justice issues is informed by both my Aboriginality and my disability.”

Macumba was one of the founders of Aboriginal media. Born with cerebral palsy in the central desert of Pitjantjara lands, he has persevered against the odds to become a national media pioneer. He founded the first Aboriginal media organization Central Australian Aboriginal Media Association (CAAMA), and runs his own production company, Macumba Media Services, which has provided documentaries, films and a six-part series for SBS TV.

Other achievements to his credit include policy adviser to the Dix Review on Community Broadcasting, a consultant to the Australian Broadcasting Commission in Alice Springs and a member of the ABC’s Northern Territory Advisory Committee. He was also appointed Founding Chairman of the National Aboriginal and Islander Broadcasting Association and a member of the ministerial task force on the impact of television broadcasting in remote areas.

Macumba is currently writing his life story, titled The Track to Macumba, for his research doctorate at the UNISA.
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Accessible Arts, the peak arts and disability organisation across NSW, is presenting the Arts Activated National Conference to bring together those passionate about the arts and disability, to explore, debate, discuss and connect ideas and practice. The overall theme will focus on arts and access within the context of excellence. www.aarts.net.au

