[image: image1.png]accessibleARTS / ARTS + DISABILITY NSW





Accessible Music Pathways


Musicians Forum 22/6/09 4.30-6.30pm

Convenor: 
Becky Chapman

Attending: Stefwan Day, Andrej Stasov, Athena Pavlis-Goard, Andrew Hewitt, Betty Palm, Frank Nicastri, Charlie McMahon, Nick Mann.
Apologies: Pierre Comarmond, Daniel Smith, David Gormley, John Justin Liebmann, Ace Boncato, Penny Lawford, Trudy Newell.
Area of Discussion: What should we be doing to increase Accessible Music Pathways for Young People with a disability?

Issues raised:

There is an overarching issue for Musicians with an experience of disability gaining respect in their art form and gaining audience appreciation for their music based on merit.

Musicians identified the need:

1. to be ‘ready’ for the opportunity to perform in the face of discrimination, possible lack of self-confidence, challenges (and cost) of adapting instruments

2. to have mentor/teachers, collaborators, advocates, ‘educated’ audiences and venues

3. to get their recorded work ‘out there’, to improve the visibility of musicians with a disability and to understand the business of music

Musicians identified opportunities for:

1. Meeting points, networks and chance to share experiences between musicians 

2. Improving relationships with Radio stations such as FBI, music publishers, studios and agents

3. Educating ‘the people in charge’ of music organizations, businesses and schools

4. Improving physical access to venues and studio spaces

In the short term the Forum suggested acting to:

1. Create an initial elist of forum participants and an online forum to create a virtual network of musicians both professional and non professional

2. Consider individual and/or group presentation at Arts Activated Conference in 2010

3. Consider creating an event for IDPWD 2009

In the long term the Forum suggested acting: 

1. As a go-between & advocate (for agents and songwriters or radio stations and recording artists for example)

2. To set up a NSW version of Club Wild

3. To create a centre for artists with a disability as rehearsal, studio and workshop space

4. To explore the availability of adaptive technology in Australia

The meeting closed at 6.45pm

